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2 get_cong_data

get_congress_version Get your local version of CongressData

Description

get_congress_version prints the current version of CongressData available through the package.
It takes no arguments.

Usage

get_congress_version()

Value

No return value, called for side effects.

get_cong_data Load CongressData into the R environment

Description

get_cong_data loads either a full or subsetted version of the full CongressData dataset into the R
environment as a dataframe.

Usage

get_cong_data(states = NULL, related_to = "", years = NULL)

Arguments

states Default is NULL. If left blank, returns all states. Takes a string or vector of
strings of state names.

related_to Default is "". Provide a string to search a variable’s name, short/long descrip-
tions from the codebook, and its citation for non-exact matches o f a search
term. For example, searching ’tax’ will return variables with words like ’taxes’
and ’taxable’ in any of those columns.

years Default is NULL. If left blank, returns all years Input can be a single year (e.g.
2001) or a two year that represent the first and last that you want in the outputted
dataframe (such as c(1989, 20001)).

Value

An object of type tibble containing CongressData. The tibble has columns corresponding to vari-
ables in the dataset, and rows corresponding to observations that match the filtering criteria specified
by the states, related_to, and years parameters.
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get_var_info Get information regarding CongressData variables

Description

get_var_info retrieves information regarding variables in the CongressData dataset. The informa-
tion available includes: the years each variable is observed in the data; a short and long description
of each variable; and the source and citation/s for each variable. Citations are available in both
bibtex and plain text.

Usage

get_var_info(var_names = NULL, related_to = NULL)

Arguments

var_names Default is NULL. Takes a character string. If left blank the function does not
subset by variable name. Note that this searches variable names, it does not
subset by the specific string you provide. So "over65" will return a variable
called ’over65’ along with another called ’percent_over65’.

related_to Default is NULL. Takes a character string. If the user supplies a character string,
the function searches the other relevant fields (variable name, short/long descrip-
tion, and source) for string matches. Not case sensitive.

Details

Specifying no arguments returns all the information for all the variables in the CongressData dataset.

Value

A tibble with information about variables in the CongressData dataset. The tibble contains the
following columns:

• variable: The name of the variable.

• years: The years the variable is observed.

• short_desc: A short description of the variable.

• long_desc: A long description of the variable.

• source: The source of the data.

• citation: The citation for the data, available in bibtex and plain text.

The tibble is filtered based on the provided var_names and related_to parameters.
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Examples

# returns all variable information
get_var_info()

# match var names that contain "over65" - note this returns multiple variables
get_var_info(var_names = "over65")

get_var_info(related_to = c("pop","femal"))
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